Letter from Participants in the International Marine Conservation Congress in Fairfax VA

June 1, 2009

The Honorable Daniel K. Inouye, Chair, Senate Appropriations Committee

The Honorable Thad Cochran, Ranking Member, Senate Appropriations Committee
The Honorable David R. Obey, Chair, House Appropriations Committee

The Honorable Jerry Lewis, Ranking Member, House Appropriations Committee

Dear Senators Inouye and Cochran, and Congressmen Obey and Lewis:

The United States has more ocean under its jurisdiction than any other nation, and our economy, jobs, safety
and well-being critically depend on the health of our oceans. As natural and social scientists and other
professionals participating in the International Marine Conservation Congress near Washington DC, who share
a profound concern about maintaining and restoring the health of our oceans, we write to respectfully request
that Congress increase the NOAA 2010 budget from the President’s request of $4.4 billion to $5.0 billion, plus an
amount sufficient to cover the requirements of the proposed National Climate Service in NOAA.

Specifically, we believe that $400 million of this increase should go to programs of the National Ocean Service,
whose proposed budget is actually less than it was in 2004. Crucial habitat conservation programs are located
in the National Ocean Service, including the National Marine Sanctuary Program. The $5.0 billion should also
provide meaningful real increases for the Protected Species Program of the National Marine Fisheries Service
and for planning throughout NOAA for marine ecosystem-based spatial management.

We are fully aware of the intense demands on the Federal budget, but are also well-positioned to see that more
investment in our leading ocean agency is long overdue, and will pay handsome dividends in terms of protecting
and recovering the essential ecosystems services and jobs that our oceans produce. Coastal states provide
approximately 80% of the jobs and 82% of the nation’s Gross Domestic Product. These, in turn, critically
depend on the health of our oceans.

A torrent of scientific research over the last 10 years has shown that America’s and the world’s oceans are in
deep trouble because of overexploitation of marine life, destructive fishing methods, coastal development,
introduced species, pollution, global warming and ocean acidification. These threaten the integrity of marine
ecosystems, the productivity of our fisheries, tourism, the value of our coastal real estate and the safety of
Americans living in our coastal communities. The stimulus package for NOAA does not adequately address
these threats to our oceans. NOAA has the capacity to accomplish more under its new leadership if Congress
gives it adequate resources.

Our oceans are not a luxury we can squander. Nor are they a resource we can do without, given America’s
dependence on them.

We urge you to enable NOAA to address the ever-increasing problems affecting our oceans and coasts by
increasing its 2010 funding by $600 million. We have no doubt that this investment will bring major dividends
to the American people.

Sincerely,

John Cigliano, Ph.D., Chair, International Marine Conservation Congress and Associate Professor, Cedar Crest College*,
Allentown PA USA

Elliott A. Norse, Ph.D., President, Marine Conservation Biology Institute*, Bellevue WA USA

Sylvia Earle, Ph.D., Explorer-in-Residence, National Geographic Society*, Oakland CA USA

John Fitzgerald, J.D., Society for Conservation Biology*, Washington DC USA

Ratana Chuenpagdee, Ph.D., Canada Research Chair, Memorial University*, Canada

Paul Holthus, M.A., Executive Director, World Ocean Council*, Honolulu, HI USA

* Affiliations are for identification purposes only, and do not imply institutional endorsement
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Mandy Lombard, Ph.D., Research Fellow, Nelson Mandela Metropolitan University*, South Africa
Larry B. Crowder, Ph.D., Duke University*, Beaufort NC USA

Charles Ehler, Intergovernmental Oceanographic Commission*, France

Fanny Douvere, Intergovernmental Oceanographic Commission*, France

Tundi Agardy, Ph.D., Sound Seas*, Colrain MA USA

K. David Hyrenbach, Ph.D., Pew Fellow in Marine Conservation, Hawai'i Pacific University*, Waimanalo HI USA
William Chandler, M.A., Vice President for Government Affairs, Marine Conservation Biology Institute*, Washington DC
Steve Gaines, Ph.D., Professor, University of California, Santa Barbara*, Santa Barbara CA USA
Phaedra Doukakis, Ph.D., Stony Brook University*, Stony Brook NY USA

Ellen Hines, Ph.D., Associate Professor, San Francisco State University*, San Francisco CA USA

Lucia Hazen, M.Sc., Duke University*, Beaufort NC USA

Elliott Hazen, Ph.D., Duke University*, Beaufort NC USA

Lance Morgan, Ph.D., Vice President for Science, Marine Conservation Biology Institute*, Glen Ellen CA USA
Elizabeth A. Babcock, Ph.D., University of Miami*, Miami FL USA

Jaime Jahncke, Ph.D., PRBO Conservation Science*, Petaluma CA USA

Natalie Ban, Ph.D., Postdoctoral Fellow, Australian Research Council, James Cook University*, Australia
Meredith Elliott, M.Sc., Staff Biologist, PRBO Conservation Science*, Petaluma CA USA

Cristina Carollo, Ph.D., GAME GIS Data Coordinator, Florida Fish and Wildlife Research Institute*, St Petersburg FL USA
Laura A. LaFrance, University of Hawaii - Manoa*, Honolulu HI USA

Fiona Gell, DPhil, United Kingdom

Kassandra Cerveny, M.Sc., Marine Conservation Biology Institute,* Washington, DC, USA

Emily Douce, M.A., Marine Conservation Biology Institute*, Washington, DC USA

David Ainley, HT Harvey and Associates*, Los Gatos CA USA

Sara Maxwell, Ph.D. Candidate, University of California Santa Cruz*, Santa Cruz CA USA

David Colvin, M.S,, IBI International*

Jenny Miller Garmendia, M.A., Project AWARE Foundation*, Rancho Santa Margarita CA USA

Daniel Dunn, M.E.M.,, Research Associate, Duke University*, Durham NC USA

Burton Shank, M.S., Ph.D. Candidate, Boston University*, Boston MA USA

Dorothy Dick, M.S., GIS Analyst, Tallahassee FL USA

Laura Walko, M.N.R., Membership Coordinator, Society for Conservation Biology*, Washington DC USA
Neil Davis, M.Sc., Canada

Ayana E. Johnson, M.Sc., Ph.D. Candidate, Scripps Institution of Oceanography*, La Jolla CA USA

Chris Parsons, Ph.D., Professor, George Mason University*, Fairfax VA USA

Ashley Sitar, M.S., George Mason University*, Fairfax VA USA

Rachel Morrison, B.S., Boston University* Boston MA USA

Briana Brown, M.S., Boston University*, Boston MA USA

Edward Hind, M.S., National University of Ireland*, Ireland

Anne-Sophie Barnay, Ph.D., Researcher, Agence des Aires Marines Protegees*, France

Hoang Linh Nguyen, B.S., Ministry of Agriculture and Rural Development*, Vietnam

Viet Cuong Nguyen, M.S., Ministry of Agriculture and Rural Development*, Vietnam

Jahson Alemu I, M.S., Buccoo Reef Trust*, Tobago, West Indies

Valerie Whalon, M.S., USA

Sue Vang, M.S., Staff Fellow, National Science Foundation*, Arlington VA USA

Candan Soykan, Ph.D., Post-Doctoral, San Diego State University*, San Diego CA USA

Jennifer Felt, B.A., Marine Conservation Biology Institute*, Washington DC USA

Philip Dearden, Ph.D., Professor, University of Victoria*, Canada

Petch Manopawitr, M.S., University of Victoria*, Canada

Janna Shackeroff, Ph.D., Duke Marine Lab*, Beaufort NC, USA

Athline Clark, Honolulu HI USA

Tracey Dalton, Ph.D., Professor, University of Rhode Island*, Kingston RI USA

Andrew Cooper, Ph.D., Professor, Simon Fraser University*, Canada

Ben Best, Ph.D., Duke University*, Durham NC USA

Suzanne Hoyt, M.S., George Mason University*, Fairfax VA USA

Chris Costello, Ph.D., Professor, University of California, Santa Barbara*, Santa Barbara CA USA
Lorelei Crerar, M.S., M.Ed., Professor, George Mason University*, Fairfax VA USA

Andrew Crerar, B.A., Network Engineer, Prestigious Enterprises*, USA
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Maureen Murphy, B.A., George Mason University*, Fairfax VA USA

Lauren Reiter, B.A., George Mason University*, Fairfax VA, USA

Andrew Wright, M.Sc., Associate Professor, George Mason University*, Fairfax VA, USA
Francesca Fusaro, M.A., George Mason University*, Fairfax VA USA

Kate Cresswell, Ph.D., Post-doctorate, University of California, Santa Cruz*, Santa Cruz CA USA
Matthew Leslie, B.S., Manager, American Museum of Natural History*, New York NY USA
Katheryn Patterson, Ph.D., George Mason University*, Fairfax VA USA

Michelle Waterman, M.Sc., University of York*, United Kingdom

David Bauer, Fairfax VA USA

Susan Hazlett, Ph.D. Candidate, Policy Analyst, University of Alaska*, Anchorage AK USA
Esther Peters, Ph.D., Professor, George Mason University*, Fairfax VA USA

Jennifer Smith, Ph.D., Associate Professor, Scripps Institution of Oceanography*, La Jolla CA USA
Stuart Sandin, Ph.D., Researcher, Scripps Institution of Oceanography*, La Jolla CA USA
Daniel Costa, Ph.D., Professor, University of California Santa Cruz*, Santa Cruz CA USA
Aimee Phillippi, Unity College*, Unity ME USA

Amy Bauer, George Mason University*, Fairfax VA USA

Vicki Cornish, Ocean Conservancy*, Washington DC USA

Leslie Cornick, Ph.D., Alaska Pacific University*, Anchorage AK USA

Dean Wendt, Ph.D., Cal Poly*, San Luis Obispo CA USA

Ann McCrone, M.Sc., New Zealand

Nicola Foster, Ph.D., Toledo Institute for Development and Environment*, Belize
Shimrit Perkol-Finkel, Ph.D., University of Bologna*, Italy

Tim McClanahan, Ph.D., Wildlife Conservation Society*, Bronx NY USA

Naomi A. Rose, Ph.D., Humane Society International*, Washington DC USA

Wesley Robinson, B.S., Penn Foster College*, Scottsdale AZ USA

Amber Himes-Cornell, Ph.D., San Diego CA USA

Janna Rist, Ph.D., University of British Columbia*, Canada

Rodrigo Hucke-Gaete, Ph.D., Universidad Austral de Chile*, Chile

Maximiliano Bello, M.Sc., Oceana* Washington DC USA

Juanita Joseph, Ph.D., University Malaysia, Terengganu*, Malaysia

Charlotte Boyd, M.Sc., University of Washington*, Seattle WA USA

Anne Birch, M.S., The Nature Conservancy*, Arlington VA USA

Jennifer Smith, B.A., WWF-Canada*, Canada

Judith S. Weis, Ph.D., Professor, Rutgers University*, Newark NJ USA

Cynthia Lagueux, Ph.D., Conservation Scientist, Wildlife Conservation Society*, Bronx NJ USA
Barbara Lucas

Caryn Self Sullivan, Ph.D., Georgia Southern University*, Statesboro GA USA

Mary Gleason, Ph.D., Ecologist, The Nature Conservancy*, Arlington VA USA

Cathi Campbell, Ph.D., Wildlife Biologist

Lisa Etherington, Ph.D., Ecologist, Point Reyes Station CA USA

Boze Hancock, Ph.D., Ecologist, The Nature Conservancy*, Arlington VA USA

Lynn Lee, B.Sc., Biologist Planner, MTE, Inc.*, Canada

Laurence Fauconnet, M.A., Marine Biologist, Scripps Institute of Oceanography*, La Jolla CA USA
Andrea Treece, J.D., M.E.M., Attorney, Center for Biological Diversity*, San Francisco CA USA
Janice Richardson, M.S., Wildlife Biologist

Miriam Marmontel, Ph.D., Wildlife Biologist, Mamiraua Institute*, Brazil

Pam Robinson, Legal Government and Environment Australia*, Australia

Ester Quintana, Ph.D., Marine Biologist, Universidad del Valle*, Guatemala

Jorge Alvarez, Ph.D. Candidate, James Cook University*, Australia

Patmarie Nedella, M.S., Oceanographer

Kateryna Wowk, Ph.D., University of Delaware*, Newark DE USA

Nicole Teutschel, M.S., University of California, Santa Cruz*, Santa Cruz CA USA
Matthew Dozier, B.S., USA

Simon Pittman, Ph.D., Adjunct Professor, University of the Virgin Islands*, Virgin Islands
Richard Appeldoorn, Ph.D., Professor, University of Puerto Rico*, Puerto Rico

Anders Knudby, M.Sc., Ph.D. Candidate, University of Waterloo*, Canada

Andrea Montero, M.Sc., Researcher, Fundacion Keto*, Costa Rica
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Damian Martinez, M.Sc., Researcher, Fundacion Keto*, Costa Rica

Eva Salas, M.Sc., Researcher, Costa Rica

Giuseppe Notarbartolo diSciara, Ph.D., Honorary President, Tethys Research Institute*, Italy
Elena von Sperber, M.Sc., Research Fellow, Germany

Rachel Brown, M.Sc., Ph.D. Candidate, University of York*, United Kingdom

Bethan O’Leary, M.Sc., Ph.D. Candidate, University of York*, United Kingdom

Melita Samoilys, Ph.D., Director, CORDIO*, Kenya

Rob Ronconi, Ph.D., Post-Doctoral Researcher, Dalhousie University*, Canada

Ruth Howell, M.M.A., Washington DC USA

Anna Varney, M.M.A., Educator, University of Washington*, Seattle WA USA

Carolyn Lundquist, Ph.D., Scientist, Bodega Marine Laboratory*, Bodega Bay CA USA

Michelle Scharer, M.S., Scientist, University of Puerto Rico*, Puerto Rico

Luisa Ramirez, M.S., Researcher, INVEMAR*, Colombia

Diego L. Gil-Agudelo, Ph.D., Coordinator, INVEMAR*, Colombia

R.H. Thurstan, M.Sc., Researcher, University of York*, United Kingdom

Sarah Frias-Torres, Ph.D., Research Scientist, Ocean Research and Conservation Association*, Fort Pierce FL USA
Nyawira Muthiga, Ph.D., Scientist, Wildlife Conservation Society*, Bronx NY USA

Rebecca Regnery, M.S.B., Animal Protectionist, Humane Society International*, Washington DC USA
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